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Cattle Back Tag 

Tag Information Description 
Program Use Brucellosis, Tuberculosis and other Cattle Disease 

Programs 

Material Type Paper 

Color White or Yellow 

Species Used On Mainly cattle.  But can be used on other species. 

Data on Front (Example) State Code - Market Code                                             
Barcodes                                                                                      
4 numbers in a sequential numerical series 
Example:  33TO7279                                                          
STATE-FEDERAL program DO NOT REMOVE 
statement.                                                                            
Date of manufacture (bottom)                                                                                                                                                                              

Issued to Livestock Markets, Slaughter Plants, and Dealers 

Comments Slaughter Cattle only.  Applied with back tag glue 
to the shoulder of cattle being sent to slaughter.  
USDA approved backtags are not an official 
Identification method for cattle.  They may be 
used in lieu of official ID for cattle moving directly 
to slaughter. 

Source USDA, State-Federal Cooperative Program 

Graphic Example: 
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Official USDA Ear Tag- National Uniform Eartagging System 

Tag Information Description 

Program Use All Cattle Disease Programs, All Swine 
Disease Programs 

Material Type Metal 

Color Silver 

Species Used On Cattle, Swine, & Cervid 

Data on Front (Example) 2 number State code- 3 letter alphabetical 
series- 4 chronological string. Not 
including 23V and 23W  
Example:  33AWR2875 

Data on Back (Example) ILL (Illinois)- US Shield (United States) 

Issued to Federal & State Animal Health Officials, 
Accredited Veterinarians and producers. 

Comments All Programs 

Source USDA, State-Federal Cooperative 
Programs 

Graphic Example: 

 

 

                                  



 
 
 

6 
 

Brucellosis Vaccination Tag 

Tag Information Description 

Program Use Brucellosis Vaccination 

Material Type Metal 

Color Orange 

Species Used On Cattle 

Data on Front (Example)  2 Number State Code - Letter "V" and 2 
Alphabetical series (“T” and “S” can be 
used if the “V” series runs out.                                             
4 numbers in a chronological numerical 
series.                                                       
Example:  33VCW2001 

Data on Back (Example)  VAC                                                                 
US Shield 

Issued to State/Federal Employees and Accredited 
veterinarians performing Official 
Brucellosis Vaccination. 

Comments Applied in the right ear. (CFR 78.1 (b) 
Heifer calves vaccinated between 4 - 8 
months of age in Illinois.  (120 - 240 days 
of age) 

Source USDA  

  
Graphic Example: 
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Brucellosis Calfhood Vaccination Tattoo 

Tag Information Description 

Program Use Brucellosis Vaccination 

Material Type Ink 

Color Black, Blue, Green 

Species Used On Cattle 

Data on Front (Example)  First digit - Quarter of the year.            
Second digit - Official Shield.                    
Third digit - Last digit of the year. 

Data on Back (Example)  N/A 

Issued to State/Federal Employees and Accredited 
veterinarians performing Official 
Brucellosis Vaccination. 

Comments Used in conjunction with the orange 
vaccination ear tag.  Applied in the right 
ear. (CFR 78.1(b) The tattoo is now read R 
V “X” to indicate the use of RB51 Vaccine.  
The only type available now. 

Source USDA Veterinary Services Area office 
supplies the "V" shield. 

Graphic Example: 

 

First digit is now an “R” 
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Reactor Ear Tag 

Tag Information Description 

Program Use Brucellosis, Tuberculosis 

Material Type Metal 

Color Red 

Species Used on Cattle 

Data on Front (Example) 3 letters, 4 numbers- Example:  AAB0894 

Data on Back (Example) US Reactor 

Issued to State/Federal Employees 

Comments Used when an animal tests positive for a 
program disease and is required to be 
slaughtered or destroyed. 

Source USDA 
 

Graphic example: 
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Swine Back Tag 

Tag Information Description 

Program Use Pseudorabies and other swine diseases 

Material Type Paper 

Color White 

Species Used on Swine, But may also be used on other 
species. 

Data on Front (Example) State abbreviation - Market Code                   
4 numbers in a sequential numerical series 
Example:  IL HV9351                                 
State- Federal program DO NOT REMOVE 
statement                                                        
Date of manufacture (bottom) 

Issued to Livestock Markets 

Comments Applied with back tag glue to sows & 
boars at livestock markets 

Source USDA, State - Federal Cooperative 
Program 

 

Graphic Example: 
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Premises Identification Number (PIN) Tag for Slaughter Swine 

Tag Information Description 

Program Use Swine 

Material Type Plastic 

Color Varying colors 

Species Used On All Classes of swine (can be used for 
official ID for shows and sales.) 

Data on Front (Example)  State postal code (example:  IL)                                              
US shield                                                 
Premises ID Number                              
Unlawful to remove                           
Individual Animal ID                
Manufacturer's Logo or trade mark. 

Data on Back (Example)  Bar Code                                                  
Premises ID Number 

Issued to Swine producers (Tag is to be placed 
before comingling.) 

Comments Manufacturers report distribution of tags 
by product code to APHIS VS area office. 

Source Producers may obtain direct from 
authorized manufacturers. 

Graphic Example: 
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Swine And Small Ruminant Identification Tag  

Tag Information Description 

Program Use Swine Disease Programs 

Material Type Metal 

Color Silver 

Species Used On Swine, and Cervids 

Data on Front (Example) 2 number State code                                          
3 letter alphabetical series                                
4 number Chronological string.        
Example:  33ZAC2976 

Data on Back (Example) US Shield (United States)                                  
IL (Illinois) 

Issued to Federal & State Officials, Accredited 
Veterinarians 

Comments This type of tag was previously used to 
Identify sheep and goats as well.  This is 
no longer the practice.                           
(Refer to Scrapie tags.) 

Source USDA 
Graphic Example: 
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Scrapie Flock Certification Program Tag 

Tag Information Description 

Program Use Scrapie Flock Certification Program (SFCP) 
Material Type Plastic 

Color White 
Species Used On Sheep and Goats 

Data on Front (Example) Manufacturer- SFCP- US Shield                 
Two letter state code                                          
7 Character flock premises identification      
4 numbers in a chronological numerical 
series for animal ID                                            
See Example                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Data on Back (Example) SFCP - US Shield - Unlawful to Remove   
Two Letter State Code                                        
7 Character flock premises identification 

Issued to Producers that are on the SFCP Program 

Comments Purpose of program is to identify flocks 
that are free of Scrapie by monitoring over 
a period of 5 to 7 Years or longer.            
Tags are free to producers. 

Source USDA, State-Federal Cooperative Program 
Graphic Example 
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Scrapie Tag Request Form: 
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                USDA Approved Scrapie Tag For Flocks or Herds 

Tag Information Description 

Program Use Scrapie - USDA Official Tag 

Material Type Plastic 

Color White- Other colors are available but must 
be purchased by producer. 

Species Used On Sheep and Goats 

Data on Front (Example)  US Shield (Tag manufacture name)  
Two letter State Code - 1 to 7 digit number 
flock Identification                                         
Example:  XX2373  0001 

Data on Back (Example)  Two letter State code - 4 digit number flock 
Identification                                                        
8 digit (3 letters and 5 numbers) animal 
Identification                                         
Example:  XX1234 

Issued to Scrapie Program:  Sheep and/or goat 
owners. 

Comments Mandatory USDA identification program for 
sheep and goats.  Federal requirements for 
official ID include:  All sheep over 18 months 
of age; sexually intact sheep under 18 
months of age that are sold for breeding or 
exhibition; sheep sold unrestricted; and 
sheep that have lambed or are pregnant.  
Breeding goats of any age that are 
registered or sold for commercial milk 
production and sexually intact goats of any 
age sold for exhibition. 

Source USDA, State-Federal Cooperative Program 
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Serial Tag 

Tag Information Description 

Program Use Scrapie Eradication Program 

Material Type Plastic (Also available in metal) 

Color White 

Species Used On Suggested use only in Sheep and Goats 

Data on Front (Example) Manufacturer - US Shield                                  
3 Character premises identification               
5 numbers in a chronological numerical 
series for animal ID (Serial tag; not directly linked 

to a premises) 
Example:  ILA56226 

Data on Back (Example) US Shield                                                 
Unlawful to Remove 

Issued to Markets, Dealers, Slaughter Plants and 
Accredited Veterinarians 

Comments To identify sheep and goats as an agent 
for an owner or producer.  Tags are free. 

Source USDA, State-Federal Cooperative Program 

Graphic Example 

                            

USDA Approved Scrapie Tag Dog House Tag Style- Slaughter Only (Serial) 

Tag Information Description 

Program Use Scrapie- USDA official tag. 

Material Type Plastic (Also available as metal) 

Color Blue 
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Species Used On Sheep and Goats 

Data on Front (Example) Manufacturer - US Shield                                   
3 Character premises identification               
5 numbers in a chronological numerical series for 
animal ID                               
Example:  ILA43861 

Data on Back (Example) US Shield                                                         
MEAT ONLY                                                 
Unlawful to Remove 

Issued to Producers, Markets, Dealers, Slaughter Plants 
and Slaughter Plants 

Comments Tags are used on sheep and goats that are in 
slaughter channels.  This tag must be used at 
livestock markets or by dealers to identify sheep 
and goats when the flock of origin is unknown 
and the animals are sent directly to slaughter.   
(Note:  Meat only tags can be made with Flock/Herd ID on 
them.)   

Source USDA, State-Federal Cooperative Program 

Graphic Example:                                                                                             

 

 

 

Official Scrapie Tattoo- Premises Assigned Flock Tattoo 

Tag Information Description 

Program Use Scrapie 

Material Type Ink 

Color Black, Blue or Green Ink 
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Species Used On Sheep and Goats 

Data on Front (Example) Right ear herd ID                                             
Left ear birth year and animal ID 

Data on Back (Example) N/A 

Issued to Sheep and Goats 

Comments Tattoos must be legible.  Tattooing of the 
assigned premises ID number in the ears 
or tail web. 

Source USDA 
Graphic Example: 

 

                                      

   

 

Scrapie Identification Requirements for Sheep and Goats 

Records of animals handled: 
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Persons who purchase, acquire, sell, or dispose of sheep and goats that are 

required to be identified by the regulations in 9 CFR 79.2 and 79.3 must officially 

identify the animals as to their premises of birth or origin if they are not already 

officially identified.  (Persons may not sell or dispose of unidentified animals that 

are required to be identified unless arrangements have been made with the 

person acquiring the animals to act as his or her agent to identify the animals.  

Persons may not purchase or acquire unidentified animals that are required to be 

identified unless they identify them while acting as an agent for the person 

disposing of the animals.) 

Persons, who purchase, acquire, sell or dispose of sheep and goats, whether or 

not the animals are required to be identified, must maintain business records 

(such as yarding receipts, sale tickets, invoices, and waybills) for 5 years.  These 

records must include the information described in number “3” below, “Records 

required of persons who purchase, acquire, sell or dispose of animals.” 

For the purpose of officially identifying animals that are changing ownership, the 

person purchasing or acquiring the animals may act as an agent for the person 

disposing of or selling these animals.   

Animals that lose their official Identification may be retagged, provided that all 

possible flocks of origin are listed in the record describing the new identification 

that is applied. 

Low-risk commercial sheep, as well as goats that would qualify as commercial 

low-risk goats except for they’re being commingled with low-risk commercial 

sheep, may be identified using an official premises ear tag rather than a 

registered brand. 

 

Records Required of Persons Who Apply Official Identification to Animals 

Persons who apply official identification assigned directly to the owner of the 

premises of origin of the animal must maintain the following records:   
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(1) The date the animals were officially identified. 

(2) The number of sheep and the number of goats identified. 

(3) The premises number of serial numbers applied.  (Note:  Preexisting tags do 

not have to be recorded, although this is encouraged.) 

(4) For animals born after January 1, 2002, in another flock and not already 

identified to flock of birth, the name and address of the owner of the flock 

of birth, if known. 

Veterinarians, dealers, or market personnel who apply official identification that 

is not assigned to the owner of the premises of origin of the animal in the Scrapie 

National Generic Database (SNGD) must maintain the following records.”  

(1) For animals that have official identification:   

(a) The date tagged. 

(b) The number of sheep and the number of goats identified. 

(c) The serial numbers applied.  (Note:  Preexisting tags do not have to be 

recorded although recording them is encouraged.) 

(d) The name and address of the person who owns the animals. 

(2) For animals without official identification: 

(a) The date tagged. 

(b) The number of sheep and the number of goats identified. 

(c) The serial numbers applied. 

(d) The name and address of the owner of the flock of origin. 

(e) If the person who currently owns the animals is different from the 

owner of the flock of origin, and if the animals were born after January 

1, 2002, the name and address of the owner of the flock of birth, if 

known. 

 

Records Required of Persons Who Purchase, Acquire, Sell, or Dispose of Animals 

a. Persons who purchase or acquire sheep or goats must maintain normal 

business records that include the following information: 

(1) The number of animals purchased or acquired. 
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(2) The date of purchase or acquisition. 

(3) The name and address of the person from whom the animals were 

purchased or otherwise acquired. 

(4) The species and breed of class of animal. 

(5) A copy of the brand inspection certificate for animals officially identified 

with brands or ear notches. 

(6) CVI when required. 

b. Persons who sell or dispose of sheep or goats must maintain normal 

business records that include the following information: 

(1) The number of animals sold or disposed of. 

(2) The date of sale. 

(3) The name and address of the buyer or person who acquired the animals. 

(4) The species and breed or class of animal. 

(5) A copy of the brand inspection certificate for animals officially identified 

with brands or ear notches. 

(6) CVI when required. 

Keeping of records 

Each person required to keep records under this paragraph must maintain the 

records for at least 5 years after the person has sold or otherwise disposed of the 

sheep or goats to another person.  This records-retention requirement may be 

extended for such further period as the Administrator may require by written 

notice to the person, for purposes of any investigation or action involving the 

sheep or goat identified in the records.  The person must make the records 

available for inspection and copying during ordinary business hours (8 am to 5:30 

pm., Monday through Friday) by any authorized USDA or State employee upon 

that employee’s request and presentation of his or her official credentials. 

  



 
 
 

22 
 

 

 State Requirements for Scrapie ID in Goats 

All sheep and goats moving within Illinois must be officially identified to their 

herd/flock of birth.   If flock or herd of birth is not known, then they must still be 

officially identified to that producer or by a livestock dealer/market and then 

move directly to slaughter.  Complete information is available at 

www.agr.state.il.us or by contacting: 

Illinois State Veterinarian     

Dr. Mark Ernst, DVM 

Ph: 217-782-4944 

E-mail:  mark.ernst@Illinois.gov 

USDA Animal Plant Health Inspection Services Veterinary Services 

Illinois Area Veterinary Services Office (USDA APHIS VS) 

USDA APHIS VS                                                                                                                       

3410 Hedley Rd.                                                                                                                

Springfield, IL 62711                                                                                                                     

PH:  217-547-6030                                                                                                                        

Fax:  217-547-6031 

 

Helpful tips:    

The following posters were created to help the general public to understand the 

requirements for the movement of sheep and goats intrastate as well as interstate in 

Illinois. 

http://www.agr.state.il.us/
mailto:Mark.Ernst@Illinois.gov?subject=Scrapie%20ID%20Requirements
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Animal Identification Number (AIN) 

Radio Frequency Identification Devices (RFID) 

Tag Information Description 

Program Use All animal Identification Programs 
Material Type Plastic: with or without RFID 

Color Any color 
Species Used On All species except equine. 

Data on Front (Example) 

Female side of tag 
US Shield                                        
Manufacturer                                                     
15 digit numerical code                                
840 indicates USA source  
985, 977, 982 (Mfg. numbering prior to 
840 being adopted.)  
USA prefix followed by 8 or 9 digits instead of 12. This number has 
been referred to as the American Identification Number. Tamper-
evident eartags imprinted with “USA” followed by the 8- or 9-digit 
number applied to animals before March 11, 2015 are now 
recognized as official for the life of the animal. 

Data on Back (Example) 

Male side of tag 
Imprinting the AIN on the male tag is 
optional.  When the AIN tag is imprinted on the 

male tag, the tag set is packaged in containers or trays 
to keep the front and back tag pieces together as a 
pair before being applied. 

Issued to All state registered premises. 

Comments Tags with RFID must have all 15 digits of 
the AIN printed on the tag pieces that 
contain the transponder. 

Source USDA, direct from authorized tag 
manufacturers.  

Graphic Example: 
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Equine ID 

Equine Lip Tattoo 

ID information Description 

Program use N/A 

Material Type Tattoo 

Color Black/Green 

Species Used On Equine 

Data on Front 
(example) 

N/A 

Data on Back 
(example) 

N/A 

Issued to N/A 

Comments Letter indicates the birth year of horse, and the 
numbers correspond to the numbers found on 
the registration certificate. 

Photographic example: 
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Federal Equine Back Tag 

ID Information Description 
Program use Equine Programs 

Material Type Paper 

Color Florescent Green 

Species Used On Equine 

Data on Front 
(example) 

USAA, Barcode, 4 number chronological string, 
STATE FEDERAL   DO NOT REMOVE 

Data on Back (example) Blank 

Issued to Livestock Markets and dealers 

Comments USDA Back Tag "Eight Digits- Green" (i.e. USAA0056) 
See 9 CFR Part 88.  Used on slaughter equine to 
Canada.  Exports to Canada also require use of 
manmade ID. 

Source USDA  
 

Example of tag: 
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Equine Microchip Implants 

Implant Site: 
The microchip is implanted on the left hand side of the horse’s neck, within the nuchal ligament in its middle third or at 

the halfway point between the ears and the withers. 

 

Check the integrity of the sterile pack. 
Verify transponder operation with Pocket Reader (see Operator’s Manual) prior to insertion. 
1. Scan the horse’s neck to ensure that there isn't already a microchip implanted. (All Thoroughbred horses 

born after 1999 should already have an Identipet microchip.) 

2. Apply an antiseptic anti-microbial preparation. 
3. Position the implant needle 45° to the skin surface. Pierce the skin. 
Once the skin is penetrated, penetrate tissue until the needle is inserted to the hub. 
4. Push the thumb button forward until fully extended. 
Withdraw the needle slowly. 
Ensure that the transponder has been injected, and is not withdrawn with the needle. 
5. Apply pressure to the implant site and hold for a few seconds. 
6. Scan the horse to confirm the implant. 
 

Complete the Registration Form in full after implanting the microchip, ensuring that the information is 

correct and legible. 
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Poultry Leg Bands 

Tag Information Description 

Program Use Poultry 

Material Type Metal 

Color Silver 

Species Used On Avian 

Data on Front (Example) 

Female side of tag 
2 Letters                                                                 
4 numbers 

Data on Back (Example) 

Male side of tag 
N/A 

Issued to Federal and State animal health officials 

Comments Used for individual identification 

Source State 
Graphic Example: 
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Seals 

 Button Seal 

Tag Information Description 

Program Use All program testing. 

Material Type Metal 

Color Yellow top, silver bottom 

Species Used On All programs. 

Data on Front (Example)  USDA                                                                       
6 Numbers                                                   
APHIS 

Data on Back (Example)  N/A 

Issued to State/Federal Animal Health Officials 

Comments Used to secure a shipment of test samples 
going to NVSL (National Veterinary 
Services Laboratory) 

Source USDA                                                                        
Graphic Example: 
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Ball Seal 

Tag Information Description 

Program Use All program testing. 

Material Type Metal 

Color Yellow top, silver bottom 

Species Used On All programs 

Data on Front (Example)  USDA  APHIS                                                                     
6 Numbers                                                    

Data on Back (Example)  N/A 

Issued to State/Federal Animal Health Officials 

Comments Used to secure a shipment of animals 
moving under permit. 

Source USDA                                                                        
Graphic Example: 
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